COME  FILL THE CUP

His opinion was that the wines of Shiraz, however
excellent, were badly prepared for market; indeed one might
almost conclude that the makers were reluctant to sell
their wares. Upon the sample bottles produced for his
inspection we saw no trace of any label. One type of
wine had been put into a derelict beer bottle. Other
bottles, obviously old, were mould-ribbed in imitation of
a well-known brand of French cognac. The corks were of
poor quality.

"Their red and white wines," continued he, "are
similar. Both tend towards sweetness. Nobody could
give any names to the samples shown us, nor did there
appear to be more than a remote possibility of continuity
in style and quality. It does not follow that red wine
comes from black grapes. It is a question of whether
the skins are left with the juice during fermentation. Some
Shiraz wines are made from Khollah grapes. The supposi-
tion that the name sherry is a corruption of Shiraz, and
that sherry wine was first made there, is erroneous. Sherry
was originally made in Spain."

A legend tells that Noah planted the first vine on Mount
Ararat; but Jamshid, the founder of Persepolis, is supposed
to have invented wine when he gave his sick wife some
fermented grape juice. She fell into a deep sleep and
recovered. Some Shiraz vines, indeed, are still called
Jamshids, and the present roots are said to be as old as
Persepolis.

When Antigonus captured Susa he found there a cele-
brated golden vine, although Shiraz is the earliest known
place where mention of wine is made in literature.

"We have always been devotees of wine," volunteered
Rumi, "and say that if we come to a conclusion upon an
important subject when we are intoxicated, and confirm
that conclusion the next morning when sober> that settles
the matter."

He went on to tell us how guests summoned to a royal
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